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THE FIRST WHITE HOUSE LIBRARY

A History and Annotated Catalogue

EDITED BY CATHERINE M. PARISIAN

“Do not be misled by the modest title
of this book or by the fact that one of
our least-known presidents was behind
the first White House library. This book
brings together wonderful essays,
starting with that by historian Sean
Wilentz, and going on to others on the
role of Mrs. Fillmore, the library room,
the process of forming the library, and,
of course, the library’s contents. The
catalogue proper of this library that
represented the ‘collective mind of the
age’ contains mini-essays explaining
how each book fit in. This is library
history at its best; in other words, it's
cultural history. This splendid contribu-
tion to American history deserves to
be widely available.” —Kenneth E.
Carpenter, former Assistant Director
for Research Resources in the Harvard
University Library and the Harvard Col-
lege Library

Although many early U.S. presidents
were avid readers and book collec-
tors—George Washington, John Ad-
ams, and Thomas Jefferson, to name a
few—they usually brought their own
books to the White House and re-
moved them at the end of their terms.
It was not until 1850 that Millard and

Abigail Fillmore established the first
official White House collection. This
catalogue of the library that they as-
sembled not only reveals much about
their own preoccupations and interests
and those of the age they lived in, but
also provides insight into American li-
brary history, reading history, and book
trade and distribution networks.

Aside from the editor, the contributors
are William Allman, Elizabeth Thacker-
Estrada, and Sean Wilentz.

Catherine M. Parisian is Assistant
Professor of English at the University
of North Carolina at Pembroke.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Tue FirsT

WHITE HOUSE LIBRARY

/6y CATHERINE M. PARISIAN

April 2010 | 416 pages | 7 x 10
ISBN 978-0-271-03713-4| cloth: $55:00 sh

Special Price: $44.00 cloth
20% off using this form.

Penn State Studies in the History
of the Book

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Please send me The First White House Library.

cloth @ $44.00 subtotal:

U.S. shipping and handling: $6.00 first book, $2.00 each add'l:
Foreign shipping and handling: $20.00 first book, $5.00 each add'l:
PA residents, add 6% sales tax; Canadians, add 7% GST:

Discover

Total:
Name:
Address:
Payment by: Check* Money order MasterCard VISA
Card# Exp. Date:

Signature:

Return form with payment to:
PENN STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS
University Support Bldg. 1, Suite C
University Park, PA 16802-1003

Credit card orders: 800-326-9180
Toll free fax: 877-PSU-BOOK
http://www.psupress.org

Telephone:

American Express

*Make checks payable to Penn State University.
Please mention the BSA code when ordering by phone.



